Work Sample Ideas (Grades 4-8)
Work samples should exemplify the work you do and learn from on a daily basis.  Each sample needs to reflect grade level appropriate work (work found in your curriculum or visit http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/ for California state standards and frameworks).  They will go into your file and will be kept here at the school for 3 years.  Work samples need not be done on an 8X10 piece of paper.  We also accept photographs, audiotapes, videotapes and all other projects imaginable.  There will be a camera available to photograph projects that don’t fit in our files.  All samples must be original (no photocopies) and we must receive a total of 6 samples (sorry no overlapping projects).  Here are a few examples of the kinds of samples that you may turn in to us:
Language Arts (Reading/Literature)-the study of written and oral language
· A book report

· A book review (stylized from a newspaper ad or movie review)

· A video of you acting out a book or play that you have read

· An oral book report 
· A book jacket designed on a theme in the book read

· A diorama depicting a central theme or idea in the book read

Language Arts (Language/Writing/Spelling)-the study of written and oral language

· Descriptive story-detail an event or theme
· Narrative story-use narration to introduce characters, events and situations
· Expository story-inform the reader about a person, place or thing 
· Persuasive story-persuade the reader to agree or disagree with you

· Autobiographical incident or story-story about yourself
Social Studies-how people interact with each other to form a society. (History, geography, political science, civics, current events, etc.)

· A family tree

· A timeline of historical events or your own life

· A diorama depicting an event 

· A written report about an event, culture, or geographic are of study

· A video of you acting out a historical event/newscasting about a historical event

· A fictional diary written from the point of view of a historical character

· A model of a famous building

· An illustration of an event or place of historical importance

· A map you created to represent a place you are studying

Science-the utilization of objective observation of the world, using the scientific process of testing hypothesis through experimentation.

· Written details from an experiment performed

· Photos or drawings of an experiment performed

· Detailed drawings and labeling of trees, flowers, ecosystems, etc.

· A model built demonstrating a learned scientific principal

· A videotaped demonstration of an experiment/activity

· A written report/review of a visit to a science museum/workshop

· A report about a scientific discovery (current or historical)

· A summary of a newspaper article about a current science breakthrough

Mathematics-the study of forms, quantities and magnitudes and their relationships by the use of numbers and symbols
· A graph representing data collected

· A map drawn to scale of an area of interest (your house, room, state, etc.)

· A page of problems and their solutions from your math book

· A mathematical game that you have invented

· Word problems self-created that depict math concepts being explored 
· Pictures of a game or activity that utilized math concepts

Art/Music/Drama-Exploring the senses 
· A watercolor painting

· A collage

· Demonstrate musical skills
· A video of a dance

· A seasonal craft
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